4.  Questions to Ministers Without Notice - The Minster for Home Affairs
4.1 Connétable A.S. Crowcroft of St. Helier:

Is the Minister aware that the Chief of Police wias now been suspended on full pay for over 6
months has learnt second-hand of the intentiom®iCGhief Constable of Wiltshire to interview
him for at least a week the day after he returamfteave in 7 days’ time and that he has yet to
receive any disclosure or representation in ratatothis interview?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand (The Minister for Home Affairs):

| am aware that the Chief Officer of Police hasrbsespended now for more than 6 months but |
am not aware of any precise arrangements in ralatichis questioning. | am aware that it is
proposed to question him fairly shortly. This & a matter for me to get involved with because
this is an investigation.

4.1.1 The Connétable of St. Helier:

A supplementary; would the Minister explain why tGaief of Police is not entitled to legal
representation which every other States employe@msé¢o be?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

There is a clear differentiation between a situatrowhich perhaps he would be being sued by
an outside party by virtue of his office on the drad and a disciplinary matter on the other
hand.

4.2 Deputy K.C. Lewis:

In the United Kingdom the police can quite legaifythey find somebody knowingly driving a
vehicle without insurance, can take the car awal leave it crushed. Does the Minister think
that is something suitable for Jersey?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

That is a matter that | would need some time tesictan. It is an interesting id¢baughter] but
| think it is a power which would have to be usedstrcircumspectly, even if it existed.

4.3 The Deputy of St. John:

There are a number of clamping companies withinlshkend who are going around clamping

vehicles, some on private property but some onigybbwned land and then demanding a

payment of up to £90 to have the vehicle releadddw does the Minister feel and will he be

bringing in a law to control clampers, to the Housélow does he feel about these clampers
operating on publicly owned land?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

There are in fact some statutory provisions inti@hato the Housing Department having the
right to do things in relation to people who arekpay unlawfully. This area is a very difficult
area. | am aware that work has been done oneiadyr | happened to have done studies on it
myself in the past and | am well aware that theraggh taken in England is entirely different to
the approach taken in Scotland, for example. lildioequire a statute of some sort but it is very
complicated.

4.3.1 The Deputy of St. John:

A supplementary on that, if | may? Given that VB.HWaterfront Enterprise Board) administer
some of our land in the Weighbridge area, whichl waetently, and | do not know even now if
the land has been transferred from States adnatatrto W.E.B., and | am thinking of the road
directly in front that was covered over in fronttbé former Great Western Hotel and the former
bus station offices; | think it was called Caledomilace, | am given to understand that this



probably still has not been transferred into W.E.Bdministration. Can it be right that these
contractors or these clampers are demanding mdnepuld say with menace because you
cannot get your vehicle back unless you pay the samit be right and will your department be
looking at this?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

| accept the current position is not entirely $atiory and my department has been looking at
this for some time but it is a fairly major projeshich | would have to give a great deal of
personal attention to and, frankly, | have a lobthfer major projects which currently require my
personal attention and | need to finalise soméade first.

4.4 Deputy T.M. Pitman of St. Helier:

| ask this question in response to our constituentsully support the Minister's view that
criminalising young people is a last resort, ndwadss could the Minister clarify where he
stands on the possibility of naming and shaminghggeeople who repeat offend with anti-social
behaviour?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

The current position in relation to naming and simgnof youth is it is discretionary in the
courts. The courts have the power to lift therretsvns if they so wish. | am perfectly happy
with that arrangement.

45 Senator B.E. Shenton:

Recently a drug dealer who has admitted supplyi@§ tblets of ecstasy and 9 tablet of
diazepam was given just community service. A nundbg@arents have expressed complete and
utter horror that such a light sentence shouldibeng Are we sending out the wrong messages
to drug dealers?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

Sentencing is a matter for the courts and not @aemtdr the Minister for Home Affairs. | know
that only too well because of my former role an@revf | were, hypothetically, critical of a
particular sentence | would not be able to say that

4.6 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

Is the Minister aware of allegations that the Terral Army has in the past falsified their
establishment figures by including on their roleople who have left the unit for some period of
time and, if he is not aware of the allegation, lddue investigate the allegations by comparing
their unit pay book which shows the number of meml# the unit that have been paid for
attendance with those reported on the unit’'s strefigures and report the actual unit strength
back to this Assembly, breaking down the figuresveen permanent and volunteer members?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

| think that, if Deputy Higgins has a real concem this, it would be right for him to pose a
written question so that | can provide meaningtatistics in relation to that. | am aware in
general terms that such a general allocation has bede but | do not think there is any truth in
it.

4.6.1 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

Can | just ask if the Minister - | accept his poafitout a written question but if whether he will
take on the investigation and look into the madtadt report a figure back to the States?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:



| am not quite sure precisely what the allocatierbécause if it is an allocation that the total
number of people on the books is being falsifie¢aose people are not active, the real
meaningful figure is the number of people who a&gutarly attending, in any eventuality. That
is the really meaningful figure.

4.6.2 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

If | can just say that what it is is obviously tineit strength is reported to many people and many
people believe that the Territorial Army unit is chustronger than it actually is. It is a question
of clarifying the figures so that we know what thtates are paying for in their contribution to
the defence budget.

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

The States are paying for the number of people attemd, if we are talking about members who
are in training. It is the actual number of attemcks that people get paid for; not the number of
people who are theoretically on the books. The ithat people may not attend for a good
reason and then may come back again.

4.7 Deputy M. Tadier:

Following on from a question last week to the Aty General about the interception of
communications, would the Minister for Home Affagive an undertaking to review all phones
which are currently being tapped or bugged, inclgdipecially States Members and report back
to the House with assurances that good practiceirgy maintained?

The Bailiff:

Deputy, that question is out of order, | am afriagétause it does not fall within the remit of the
Minister for Home affairs. Deputy Shona Pitman.

4.8 Deputy S. Pitman:

Could the Minister give an opinion as to whetherba#ieves the Customs and Immigration
Department is adequately staffed to cope with #mahds within its remit and, if not, in what
areas?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

The Customs and Immigration Department really sthdwave one additional person per shift. |
mean, that has been looked at objectively in thet pad that is the situation but it is able to
function with the one less, which it currently hasgd particularly this summer where there are
slightly less pressures caused by there beingamdyboat coming from France carrying cars and
so on. The demise of HD Ferries has slightly sifrepl things this year. | mean, virtually every
department within Home Affairs is under-staffeditwally every department. Possibly the only
one that is not is the T.A.(Territorial Army) arftetprison numbers are now moving up towards
a level that they would be. It is not unusualha States for departments to have less staff than
have been approved because the money simply thea to pay for them. | have this difficulty

in every single major department apart from the.T.A

4.8.1 Deputy S. Pitman:

A supplementary; is he satisfied then, the Minissgys that there is one staff short; could he first
say what he is undertaking to try and gain that bwmof staff and also, with that in
consideration, is the department meeting its rémits

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

Yes, the department is meeting its statutory renithere have been occasions in the past when
in order to comply with the common travel area meratt that is immigration matters, where
temporarily the Customs side has not been maniédt does happen occasionally and that is a



risk that we have to take. But the reality is tisiand is facing major future financing problems.
| am quite determined to run an efficient Home AEdepartment and | am going to seek to run
that within our existing budget if | can.

4.9 Deputy S. Power of St. Brelade:

The Minister may or may not be able to answer thesause it relates to the definition of
headwear. Can the Minister for Home Affairs comtranthe phenomenon of drivers wearing a
hood while driving a car? Is he aware of any comedy the States of Jersey police in the
reduction in visibility splays caused to the dribgrthe wearing of hoods?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

Any person who is driving has a duty to be ables¢e where they are going. So if they are
wearing a hood or a large hat or crash helmet wimginges on their visibility, they could be
driving without due care and attention. But itifficult to prove in reality what a person can
see or cannot see. | am aware anecdotally of meas which people have been obscured and
arguably they were driving without due care andrdatbn. But to prove that in a court would be
very difficult.

4.10 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:

Several times the Minister has stated that the mraga laws which he inherited have got major
issues and problems. Could he outline to the Absemhether he has now made progress with
these issues and problems around the Discrimindizon, the Police Authority Law, et cetera
and when he will be bringing these laws to the Adslg?

Senator B.l. Le Marquand:

We are working very hard on the Sex Offenders Lad think we have now solved most of the
problems which were there. There are issues atioal to a proper assessment of what it is
going to cost but we are fairly close to being abléring that back to the House. In relation to
discrimination, progress has been made in termiyioig to run this but much more cheaply than
was previously envisaged, utilising an expandethfof the existing Employment Tribunal. My
excellent colleague, Deputy Hilton, is working pautarly in relation to this area. Sorry, | have
forgotten what ...

Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:
Police Authority.
Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

Police Authority. In relation to police authorityhave taken a decision that until the dust has
settled in relation to a number of current matiensill be very difficult to take forward any
sensible proposals. | am, therefore, leaving tvar for consideration towards the end of the
year. | have been doing some thinking on that mwydown thinking is moving towards the
formation of some sort of police authority comnettehich would include States Members and
non-States Members. | think we need somethinghwisigoing to have more oomph as it were -
more power, more clout - than the previous arraregegs)

4.11 The Connétable of St. Helier:

The Minister | think was unintentionally misleadimdnen he said in his answer to my previous
question that legal representation was not supjdie@eople under disciplinary matters. Surely
it is the case that every other police officer fgcian internal disciplinary inquiry would be
receiving legal representation.

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:



If the implication of the question is legal repneisgion paid for by the States then | do not think
that is right. | think the position is that theprk through - | am trying to remember the name of
the police officers’ union - through the Police Asstion. It so happens that my understanding
is the Chief Officer of Police opted out of the eglent arrangements by his own decision when
he was appointed. | understood the question ted@ representation paid for by the States.
That was the context of my answer.

4.12 The Connétable of St. Lawrence:

A working group is reviewing speed limits in théalsd. If they recommend the introduction of
speed cameras will the Minister support that anapt, why not?

Senator B.I. Le Marquand:

It is not strictly in my area because it will fadls | understand it, within Transport and Technical

Services. | have mixed feelings about speed canéteave to say. They can operate well in

certain areas. In other areas | think they carplsiraperate as a method of generating revenue
and annoying the general pubj&pprobation] so the placement of them if we use them would
have to be very carefully thought through. | anderided at the moment.

The Bailiff:

Thank you, Minister. That concludes the time abBdwfor questioning the Minister for Home
Affairs.



